
 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Me and My Healthcare Provider Campaign 

2024 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
Prepared by: Çiğdem Şimşek 

The "Me and My Healthcare Worker Campaign Project" 

was carried out by the International AIDS Society (IAS) and 

Pozitif-iz Association, with the financial support of Gilead 

Sciences. 



 

 
 

THE PURPOSE AND GOALS OF THE PROJECT 
 
The "Me and My Healthcare Provider Campaign" 
has been organized by the International AIDS 
Society (IAS) since 2016, with the support of Gilead 
Sciences. 
 
The campaign aims to raise awareness among 
healthcare workers who provide HIV prevention, 
treatment, and support services about anti-
discrimination practices, as well as honor healthcare 
providers who offer services without stigma or 
discrimination. 
 
The campaign also seeks to better understand what 
motivates these healthcare champions to deliver 
inclusive, stigma-free services, encourage the 
sharing of their stories, and inspire others to confront 
and fight stigma. 
 
In 2024, the campaign expanded to Turkey. Representing our country, Pozitif-iz Association 
participated in the campaign. We worked to promote the acceptance of #StigmaFreeCare 
and #ÖnyargısızSağlıkHizmeti (Stigma-Free Healthcare Service) in Turkey and globally as 
symbols of hope against the challenges brought by stigma and discrimination. 
 

 
 
Four champions were selected from 22 candidates nominated by people living with HIV in 
Turkey. Here are Turkey's champions: 
 

 Nurse Ayşe Akaltun, Ankara Çankaya Municipality Voluntary Counseling and Testing 
Center 

 Clinical Pharmacist Metin Sinan Elmalıoğlu, Renk Pharmacy 
 Clinical Psychologist Cansu Ecem Kesgin, Querencia Psychology 
 Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Pullukçu, Ege University Faculty of Medicine, Department of 

Infectious Diseases 
 

To listen to the champions' messages: 
https://youtu.be/-Y7Zb41c87Y 
 

https://youtu.be/-Y7Zb41c87Y


 

 
 

 

 

 
 
IAS ANNOUNCES CHAMPIONS OF THE 2024 "ME AND MY HEALTHCARE PROVIDER" 
CAMPAIGN HONORING THOSE PROVIDING CARE WITHOUT STIGMA 
 
— In its third year, the 2024 "Me and My Healthcare Provider" (MMHCP) Campaign, 
supported by Gilead Sciences, honors 18 frontline workers from Brazil, Hong Kong, Mexico, 
Taiwan, and now Turkey, who provide inclusive and stigma-free HIV care — 
 
July 11, 2024 – The International AIDS Society (IAS), together with local partners, today 
honored 18 "Me and My Healthcare Provider" Champions from Brazil, Hong Kong, Mexico, 
Taiwan, and Turkey. This award celebrates the tireless efforts of frontline healthcare workers 
who provide quality HIV prevention, treatment, and care services to key populations, 
overcoming the challenges of stigma and discrimination. 
 
Despite the decline in new infection rates, stigma and discrimination continue to pose 
significant challenges in HIV care. According to the 2023 Global HIV Stigma Index 2.0 
Report, 93.5% of participants were receiving HIV treatment, but the majority reported 
experiencing internalized stigma related to their HIV status. Additionally, 3% of participants 
faced stigma and discrimination from healthcare facility staff, and 26.9% had to interrupt or 
stop their HIV treatments. These findings highlight that achieving the Global AIDS Strategy 
goal of reducing stigma and discrimination to below 10% by 2025 remains distant, and 
collaborative action is needed to create stigma-free HIV care environments globally. 
 
Since 2021, the "Me and My Healthcare Provider" Campaign, supported by Gilead Sciences, 
has been conducted in Brazil, Hong Kong, Mexico, and Taiwan in collaboration with local 
partners such as GESTOS – HIV, Communication, and Gender, the Hong Kong AIDS 
Foundation, Inspira Cambio A.C., the Taiwan AIDS Foundation, and Pozitif-iz Association in 
Turkey. This year, marking the third year of collaboration, the campaign expanded to Turkey, 



 

 
 

marking an important milestone in the global fight against HIV-related stigma and 
discrimination. This expansion underscores our unwavering commitment to promoting health 
system sustainability and advancing people-centered care worldwide. 
The "Me and My Healthcare Provider" Campaign, led by key populations affected by HIV, 
serves as a platform to honor the contributions of healthcare providers whose work positively 
impacts the lives of those they serve. Beyond recognizing the dedication and passion of 
frontline workers, it encourages replication and motivates others to confront and fight stigma, 
which continues to hinder progress in the HIV response. 
 
This year's Healthcare Provider Champions (in alphabetical order): 
 

 Andréa Carla Almeida de Araújo, CTA/SAE Jaguaribe, Brazil 
 Richardson Barroso, Otávio de Freitas Hospital, Brazil 
 Eline Gomes, Lactário de Caruaru, Brazil 
 Patricia Holanda, UDM de Cajazeiras, Brazil 
 Alex Siu Wing Chan, Hong Kong AIDS Foundation, Hong Kong 
 Sze Nga Chan, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Hong Kong 
 Grace Cy Lui, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 
 Bonnie Chun Kwan Wong, Hong Kong HIV Medical Association, Hong Kong 
 Carlos Batalla, Positivxs Morelos, Mexico 
 Yuliana Italia López Bueno, Mexican Social Security Institute, Mexico 
 Hsin-Yen Ku, Taoyuan Hospital, Taiwan 
 Chia-Wen Li, National Cheng Kung University Hospital, Taiwan 
 Yu-wen Tang, National Cheng Kung University Hospital, Taiwan 
 Meng-Tzu Wu, Taiwan Love and Hope Association, Taiwan 
 Ayşe Akaltun, Ankara Çankaya Municipality Voluntary Counseling and Testing 

Center, Turkey 
 Metin Sinan Elmalıoğlu, Renk Pharmacy, Turkey 
 Cansu Ecem Kesgin, Querencia Psychology, Turkey 
 Hüsnü Pullukçu, Ege University Faculty of Medicine, Department of Infectious 

Diseases, Turkey 
 

“HIV stigma is a critical part of creating a world where HIV no longer poses a threat to public 
health or individual well-being,” said Birgit Poniatowski, IAS Executive Director. “Our MMHCP 
Champions and like-minded partners are paving the way to that goal. By empowering people 
living with HIV to seek support and treatment, they ensure that everyone can enjoy their 
health and well-being rights.” 
 
Janet Dorling, Senior Vice President, Intercontinental Region & Gilead Patient Solutions, 
added, "Gilead is committed to creating a healthier world for all people, no matter where they 
live or who they are. A key part of realizing this vision is putting people at the center of 
everything, including reducing barriers to care such as stigma and discrimination. We are 
proud to support this year's MMHCP Champions, as they share our vision and work 
passionately every day to improve healthcare in their communities." 
 
For more information about the "Me and My Healthcare Provider" Campaign, please visit: 
https://www.iasociety.org/me-and-my-healthcare-provider 

 
  

https://www.iasociety.org/me-and-my-healthcare-provider


 

 
 

Notes from People Living with HIV and Healthcare Providers 
 
Ferhat nominated Pharmacist Metin Sinan 
Elmalıoğlu: 
 
"When you first receive the diagnosis, your mind is 
filled with confusion, and you ask yourself, 'What 
will happen to me from now on?' That’s when I met 
Sinan. With a few pieces of paper in my hand, I left 
the hospital and headed towards the pharmacy. 
When I first heard about it, I was struggling with 
thoughts about what kind of person he would be, 
whether he would exclude me, or whether he would 
treat me like a pitiable person. When I entered his 
pharmacy, filled with uncertainties, and told him that 
I was living with HIV, his response completely 
surprised me. 
 
At a time when even my family didn’t know about my situation, and I had only told a peer 
counselor from Pozitif-iz Association over the phone, I spoke to Sinan face-to-face. I was met 
with warmth, like a family member. He told me, 'You are not to blame, so don’t worry. Stay 
calm. This is a normal situation. No one can question you or say anything bad to you. This is 
perfectly normal, and we are here for you in every situation.' That reassured me a little, and I 
could feel the warmth of his heart." 
  
There were times when I walked into the pharmacy with my spirits down, my eyes filled with 
tears, and Sinan supported me like an older brother. There were moments when he 
prompted healthcare workers to take action to resolve another health issue of mine. During 
the times when I was financially struggling and the healthcare system didn't cover my 
medications, he covered the costs without asking for any payment. Sinan is one of the rare 
people who showed me that not everything is about money, and that there are more 
important things in life. Day or night, no matter the time, whenever I wrote or called, he 
answered all my questions without getting tired or bored, and he continues to do so. 
 
There is so much I want to say, but I feel like words can’t express it all. I don’t think words 
can describe him. 
 
Metin Sinan Elmalıoğlu: #IAmDoingTheRightThingBecause… 
 
"‘But AIDS patients,’ was the last sentence I heard before diving deep into my memory for 
any textbook knowledge to comfort my friend about his love life. We were sitting on a park 
bench, and for the last week, they’d been looking to me for comfort, but I was busy with 
finals. I still can’t decide what hurt me more: postponing my response to a friend’s cry for 
help or being completely indifferent to a serious health issue as a student who was about to 
receive a diploma and a pharmacy license in a few months. Back then, neither HIV nor AIDS 
were very visible in Turkey, thanks to the media. Students like me usually paid more 
attention to mainstream topics, mostly family-related ones – and believe me, Turkish 
grandmothers have nearly every chronic illness you can imagine. 
 
I had to compensate for my ignorance, and the first step was to learn more about HIV. Before 
long, I discovered an event called the Living Library, where people read those who have 
been stigmatized as if they were books to overcome their prejudices. Reading the ‘HIV 
Positive’ book not only gave a new direction to my career but also brought me a lifelong 
friend. 
 



 

 
 

After graduation, I applied for a master’s degree in clinical pharmacy, a program that was 
only open to a limited number of pharmacists each year. As the program was nearing 
completion, I decided to work on my project about HIV treatment and the interactions 
between clinical pharmacists and people living with HIV. My professor was initially surprised 
by the unusual topic I had chosen; however, we eventually created a Turkish guide that didn’t 
exist at the time. 
 
For years, as a community pharmacist, I’ve had the privilege of meeting many healthy people 
living with HIV, and I’m still doing everything I can to turn the expression ‘But they are AIDS 
patients’ into ‘They are living with HIV and as healthy as a radish,’ as we Turks would say." 
 
 
Ali nominated Ayşe Akaltun: 
 
"From my personal experiences, I have 
learned how crucial HIV diagnosis and 
counseling are. I received my first diagnosis in 
a laboratory, but I did not receive adequate 
and necessary counseling. This led to 
significant negative impacts on my life, and I 
had to live with this burden for years. 
 
Years later, I discovered the existence of a 
voluntary counseling and testing center, and 
during a visit, I met Ayşe. This encounter 
became a turning point in my life. Ayşe 
provided me with access to up-to-date, 
comprehensive, and scientifically grounded 
information about HIV. Thanks to her, I took 
my first steps towards making peace with HIV. 
I initially went to the center as someone who 
had rejected treatment, but with Ayşe's 
guidance, I understood the importance of 
treatment and returned." 
 
Ayşe's dedication to supporting and empowering people living with HIV is truly inspiring. Ali’s 
heartfelt words about Ayşe emphasize the immense value of compassionate, non-judgmental 
healthcare and counseling. Ayşe’s approach has not only helped him come to terms with his 
HIV diagnosis, but also reinforced his confidence in his identities as an immigrant and a 
queer individual. Her warmth, empathy, and knowledge have made a significant difference in 
his life and in the lives of countless others. 
 
Ayşe’s belief that no one should be stigmatized because of HIV, or for any other reason, 
reflects her deep commitment to creating inclusive and supportive spaces. Her work in the 
voluntary counseling and testing center exemplifies her efforts to combat stigma, raise 
awareness, and improve access to care for marginalized individuals. Through her actions, 
she shows how small gestures like offering a warm drink or a smile, along with providing 
correct information, can have profound effects on people's lives. 
 
Ayşe's philosophy, which focuses on the power of collective action and the importance of 
education in breaking taboos surrounding sexuality, reinforces the essential need for a 
compassionate, informed, and supportive healthcare system. Her work exemplifies what it 
means to truly make a positive impact and inspire change, both on a personal level and 
within the broader community. 
 



 

 
 

Her nomination and the recognition she deserves highlight the crucial role that healthcare 
professionals like Ayşe play in transforming the lives of people living with HIV and in fighting 
stigma, both in healthcare settings and society at large. 
 
Yıldıray nominated Cansu Ecem Kesgin: 
 
I am Yıldıray, and I have been living with HIV 
for about eight years. Three years ago, during 
the toughest period of my life, when I felt 
helpless and exhausted, I met Ecem. Ecem 
was volunteering as a counselor at the Pozitif-
iz Association. Due to my HIV status and the 
negative experiences I had with psychiatrists 
and psychologists in the past, I initially 
approached her with a lot of prejudice. But 
Ecem was different. She welcomed me without 
any prejudice, stigma, or discrimination. During 
the first session, she constantly asked 
questions, while I tried to brush them off with 
the shortest answers I could give. 
 
For her, this was more than just a profession. 
She was carefully pulling words out of me with a tweezer. She was determined to go beyond 
just the surface-level issues and address the root causes. For her, it wasn't just about HIV; it 
was about “Who is Yıldıray, and why is he struggling?” Yes, “Who was Yıldıray?” I didn’t 
even know, and this was the real reason behind my problems. I decided to open up during 
the fourth session. 
  
I first talked about my family, then about my friends, followed by my relationships and my 
professional life. I shared everything in chronological order with Ecem. Through weekly 
sessions over the course of a year, and later with intermittent sessions, I learned to 
understand and love myself with Ecem's questions and my own answers, and I made peace 
with my HIV status. Of course, the process wasn't easy. I can't even imagine how I would 
have dealt with my psychological struggles if Ecem hadn’t been there. Even though three 
years have passed, we continue with intermittent sessions. I was like a bird that didn't know 
how to fly; she taught me to fly freely. At the end of every session, she would say, "You’re 
flying freely. Come to rest when you’re tired. I’m here." 
 
Yes, seeking psychological support as someone living with HIV may seem difficult and 
frightening at first. Perhaps you’ve had negative experiences like I did, but if you have a 
psychologist like Ecem, everything can be much easier. I am eternally grateful to her for 
introducing me to myself. 
 
Cansu Ecem Kesgin: #I’mDoingTheRightThingBecause… 
 
I am a clinical psychologist. After completing my high school education, I pursued a 
bachelor's degree in the healthcare field and then switched departments to follow my dream 
profession. During my internship and experience as a healthcare professional in a hospital 
environment, I had the opportunity to observe patients and their families for long periods of 
time. During these times, I came to understand how harmful the societal attitudes they 
encountered could be to their recovery processes, in addition to their psychological issues. I 
am particularly aware of the importance of psychological well-being when working with 
chronic illnesses. 
 
About four years ago, during my supervision process with Dr. Meral Akbıyık, I had the 
opportunity to get involved with Pozitif-iz Association. I witnessed how the challenges faced 
by people living with HIV negatively affect their treatment processes. According to the World 



 

 
 

Health Organization’s definition, health is not only the absence of disease or disability, but 
also a complete state of physical, mental, and social well-being. I saw how misconceptions 
directed people towards hopelessness, social isolation, psychological issues, and ultimately 
reduced their quality of life. 
 
Three and a half years ago, I began asking myself what I could do, and this led me to 
volunteer as a psychologist at Pozitif-iz Association, which I now consider my family. I 
focused on how we could socially empower individuals to deal with issues such as 
hopelessness, alienation, anxiety disorders, loss of belief in a fair world, particularly 
treatment refusal, and substance abuse. In doing so, I aimed to ensure that their treatment 
processes would not be negatively impacted. I supported this process with psychoeducation 
that addressed individuals' misconceptions and knowledge gaps before they received their 
HIV diagnosis. By focusing on the positive aspects of the lives of those living with HIV and 
using positive outcomes and social support sources, I worked towards personalized goals. 
 
Based on a humanistic approach, unconditionally accepting and supporting people living with 
HIV without judgment has become a part of my existence. The main reason I work in this 
field is to contribute, even in small ways, to eliminating alienating attitudes, misconceptions, 
stigmatizing actions, and prejudices toward individuals living with HIV, and to help build an 
equal, fair, and safe society. 
 

Sevgi Yılmaz nominates Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Pullukçu: 

There are many reasons why I am nominating 
Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Pullukçu as a champion, but I 
will try to explain them. 
 
Dr. Hüsnü has extensive knowledge and years 
of experience in the fields of infectious 
diseases and clinical microbiology. Throughout 
his academic career, he has made significant 
contributions to the scientific world regarding 
HIV through numerous research studies and 
publications, and he continues to do so. 
 
He engages very closely with us and people 
living with HIV, addressing not only HIV-
related issues but also other concerns. When 
we face discrimination or human rights 
violations, he provides support. I have great 
trust in his knowledge and expertise. I feel safe 
when discussing my health with him, and he is especially meticulous when referring to other 
areas of expertise. As a specialist, he always consults with other experts in cases of human 
rights violations and ensures that guilty clinics and doctors implement lasting behavioral 
changes. 
 
Dr. Hüsnü Pullukçu's transformation of the clinic where we receive care has been 
remarkable. By integrating current and advanced medical knowledge and technologies into 
treatment, he provides the most effective and innovative treatment methods for people living 
with HIV. His meticulous approach to care and personalized treatment strategies ensure that 
the satisfaction and trust of people living with HIV remain at the highest level. Additionally, 
through the training programs and mentorship support he provides to young doctors and 
healthcare workers, he fosters a continuous flow of knowledge and a professional 
development environment within his institution. Thanks to him, we are receiving more 
comprehensive and high-quality healthcare. 



 

 
 

 
Lastly, I would like to add that Dr. Hüsnü is highly active not only in the academic and clinical 
fields but also in public health. His efforts to raise health awareness and his informative 
activities reach a wide audience. 
 
The valuable contributions of Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Pullukçu to the healthcare sector, especially to 
people living with HIV, are the main reasons I am nominating him. His knowledge, 
experience, and dedication set an example in the healthcare field and inspire future health 
professionals. For this reason, I nominate him with great pride and honor. 
 
Hüsnü Pullukçu: #I’mDoingTheRightThingBecause… 
 
Am I a doctor or an activist? 
I support people living with HIV because I am both a doctor and an activist. My journey 
began with the idea of how to secure rights for the gay population. This stemmed from my 
own experience. When I started practicing medicine, I tried to help people in similar 
situations as much as I could, but due to my naivety and the fear that came with youth, I 
could only offer small help. 
 
Then, I encountered HIV, which affects not only gay individuals but also heterosexuals, 
women, men, and everyone living with their chosen gender. Yes, at first everything was 
difficult. Even access to healthcare was hard. During this time, both my doctor and activist 
sides began to work. Rights and freedoms were at a low point. When effective antiretrovirals 
entered our lives, everything changed significantly. Especially after the acceptance of 
undetectable = untransmittable (U=U), a very different period began for me. 
 
Again, my doctor side was focused on the health issues and treatments of people living with 
HIV, but my activist side told me I needed to do more. I rolled up my sleeves and started 
sharing my knowledge and experiences at various clinics and social platforms. I became 
even more excited when I met with NGO activists and began working together. I immediately 
accept any invitation: from my own university, other hospitals, other cities... We need to tell 
everything without fear, without giving up, in all its reality and simplicity. It doesn't matter if 
I'm gay and don't live with HIV—I'm living with HIV, I'm an activist, I’m human. For us, every 
detail is the same; no one is different from anyone else; we are all one. 
 
We must tell everyone that HIV is not transmitted through daily activities by people living with 
HIV, that transmission does not occur from an undetectable = untransmittable (U=U) 
individual, and that there is no difference between people living with HIV and others in any 
way. Love and tolerance will make the world beautiful and livable. 
 
*A pseudonym is used to protect the identity of the nominator. 
 
https://www.iasociety.org/me-and-my-healthcare-provider/2024-europe#Metin 
 

 
 
 
  

https://www.iasociety.org/me-and-my-healthcare-provider/2024-europe#Metin


 

 
 

"Me and My Healthcare Worker" Campaign Recognizes Healthcare 
Professionals Fighting Stigma 

 
The award ceremony for the "Me and My Healthcare Worker" campaign, organized by 

the International AIDS Society (IAS) and Pozitif-iz Association with the support of 
Gilead, was held on Saturday, October 26, 2024, at The Marmara Pera. Healthcare 

professionals who provide quality services to individuals living with HIV, free from 
stigma and discrimination, were honored. The award recipients include Nurse Ayşe 
Akaltun from the Ankara Çankaya Municipality Voluntary Counseling and Testing 

Center, Clinical Pharmacist Metin Sinan Elmalıoğlu from Renk Pharmacy, 
Psychologist Cansu Ecem Kesgin from Querencia Psychology, and Prof. Dr. Hüsnü 

Pullukçu from the Department of Infectious Diseases at  
Ege University Medical Faculty. 

The "Me and My Healthcare Worker" campaign award ceremony, which encourages the 
provision of services to individuals living with HIV free from discrimination and stigma, was 
held on Saturday, October 26, 2024, at The Marmara Pera. The campaign, organized by the 
Pozitif-iz Association under the leadership of the International AIDS Society (IAS) and with 
the support of Gilead, aims to improve the quality of healthcare services for people living with 
HIV and raise awareness about stigma. The award ceremony brought together experts who 
have made significant contributions to the healthcare field, aiming to increase social 
sensitivity. Ayşe Akaltun from the Ankara Çankaya Municipality Voluntary Counseling and 
Testing Center, Metin Sinan Elmalıoğlu from Renk Pharmacy, Cansu Ecem Kesgin from 
Querencia Psychology, and Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Pullukçu from the Department of Infectious 
Diseases at Ege University Medical Faculty were honored with the award for their exemplary 
services to people living with HIV without discrimination. 

 

 

 

(From left to right: Activist Çiğdem Şimşek on behalf of Prof. Dr. Hüsnü Pullukçu, Nurse Ayşe 
Akaltun, Clinical Pharmacist Metin Sinan Elmalıoğlu, Clinical Psychologist Cansu Ecem Kesgin) 

 



 

 
 

The Pozitif-iz Association, which leads the campaign, organizes various training and 
awareness programs to enhance the capacities of healthcare professionals. These efforts 
are based on a comprehensive approach aimed at improving access to treatment for 
individuals living with HIV. 
 
Pozitif-iz Association President Çiğdem Şimşek, emphasizing the importance of the 
campaign, said: "Individuals living with HIV often face challenges in accessing healthcare 
due to stigma and discrimination. With the ‘Me and My Healthcare Provider’ campaign, we 
aim to eliminate these prejudices and ensure that everyone receives equal and quality 
healthcare. The healthcare professionals who received awards inspire their colleagues 
through exemplary practices in this field." 
 

 

About the Campaign: 
Launched in 2016 and supported by Gilead, the ‘Me and My Healthcare Provider Campaign’ 
rewards healthcare workers who provide quality HIV services to individuals facing stigma and 
discrimination. The campaign aims to promote similar practices by sharing the stories of 
these healthcare professionals. For more information about the campaign, visit: 
https://www.iasociety.org/me-and-my-healthcare-provider 
 
About IAS: 
The International AIDS Society (IAS) is an organization that brings together scientists, 
policymakers, and activists to advocate for the rights of individuals living with HIV and 
strengthen global solidarity. IAS hosts the world's most prestigious HIV conferences. 
 
About Pozitif-iz aAssociation: 
Pozitif-iz Association is a non-governmental organization aimed at empowering people living 
with HIV and their close ones in physical, psychological, and social aspects. The 
organization provides the necessary support and counseling services for individuals in need. 
It also contributes to reducing prejudice against HIV and AIDS and disseminating up-to-date 
and accurate information about the topic in society. 
 
Pozitif-iz approaches HIV not only from an individual and public health perspective but also 
as a human rights issue, guiding its activities within this framework. The founders of Pozitif-iz 
are activists who have worked for over 15 years in the field of HIV and AIDS, dedicating 
themselves to this mission. The organization’s members and volunteers come from a wide 
variety of professional backgrounds. (www.pozitifiz.org) 
 

https://www.iasociety.org/me-and-my-healthcare-provider
http://www.pozitifiz.org/


 

 
 

 

 

 

To watch the launch:https://youtu.be/8TJF3VmZNVQ  

https://youtu.be/8TJF3VmZNVQ


 

 
 

As Pozitif-iz Association, some achievements we attained during the campaign 
 

 The "Me and My Healthcare Worker" Campaign, which we launched in 2024, was 
prominently featured on the homepage of our website, www.pozitifiz.org, which 
receives an average of 15,000 monthly visitors. Upon entering the site, visitors were 
greeted with an invitation message for the campaign. This message provided 
information about the campaign's purpose and significance, increasing its impact and 
awareness while contributing to social consciousness. 
 

 The campaign visual and announcement on the Pozitif-iz Association’s website were 
published starting on March, 2024, and remained for two months. During this period, 
the website received nearly 1,000 daily visitors. 

 
 Our campaign-related posts received a total of 21,139 views, distributed as follows: 

13,643 on Instagram, 1,696 on Facebook, 5,288 on X (Twitter), and 512 on our 
website, www.pozitifiz.org. (See Appendix 1 for details on views.) 

 
 On March 1, Zero Discrimination Day, our campaign-related social media posts 

received a total of 7,036 impressions. 
 

 A total of 22 nomination forms were submitted for the campaign. 
 

 Four healthcare champions were selected for their expertise and contributions to 
public health: a doctor, a clinical pharmacist, a psychologist, and a nurse. These 
professionals were brought together to facilitate access to healthcare for people living 
with HIV, lead awareness-raising initiatives, and provide the best care through a 
multidisciplinary approach. 

 
 Hüseyin Can Güner, the Mayor of Çankaya, Ankara’s largest district with a population 

of 947,330 as of 2024, congratulated the award-winning nurse from the Çankaya 
Municipality Volunteer Counseling and Testing Center via his social media account 
with 21,500 followers. This message, shared on X on August 13, 2024, received 
9,254 views. 

 
 The campaign’s award ceremony took place on Saturday, October 26, 2024, at The 

Marmara Pera in Istanbul. 
 

 The event was attended by the Medical Director of Gilead Turkey, infectious disease 
specialists from various hospitals, nurses from different institutions, pharmacists, and 
activists. 

 
 The campaign was featured in 27 national and local media outlets, including Turkey’s 

official news agency. (See Appendix 2 for press clippings and media coverage.) 
 Meetings and training sessions where the campaign was discussed: 

 
o On March 27, 2024, during an online "Discussion Meeting" for people living 

with HIV, participants were invited to join the campaign. The event had 40 
attendees. 

o On June 7-9, 2024, at the 5th Turkish EGMUD HIV Academy in Muğla, where 
assistant doctors newly involved in HIV follow-up were trained, the campaign 
was presented to an audience of over 100 assistant physicians. 

o On November 5, 2024, a seminar at Istanbul University’s Faculty of Nursing 
introduced students to the campaign’s results and significance, attended by 
more than 50 participants. 

o The campaign outcomes were presented orally at the National HIV/AIDS 
Congress, held in Antalya from December 5-8, 2024, with nearly 400 
attendees. 



 

 
 

 
 Participants were informed that healthcare services provided without stigma and 

discrimination play a critical role in improving individuals' health and supporting social 
equality. It was emphasized that such services ensure healthcare systems remain 
accessible and fair for all while also encouraging patients to feel safe and actively 
participate in their treatment process. Additionally, it was conveyed that stigma and 
discrimination could reduce the effectiveness of healthcare services and lead to 
misinformation and fear regarding health. 

 
 

Appendix 1 / Social Media and Website Statistics 
 
Instagram posts: 
 

 March 1, 2024: First post reached 1,294 accounts and received 1,548 impressions. 
 March 1, 2024: Second post reached 1,203 accounts and received 1,446 

impressions. 
 March 4, 2024: Campaign announcement reached 1,404 accounts and received 

1,671 impressions. 
 April 3, 2024: Campaign announcement reached 1,196 accounts and received 1,476 

impressions. 
 July 27, 2024: Post announcing the selected champions received 4,345 views and 

reached 3,036 accounts. 
 August 13, 2024: Shared post with Gilead reached 2,656 accounts and received 

3,150 impressions. 
 October 3, 2024: Survey announcement received 1,714 views and reached 1,185 

accounts. 
 October 14, 2024: Launch event invitation post received 2,663 views and reached 

1,573 accounts. 
 October 31, 2024: Post sharing the event outcome received 3,108 views and reached 

1,877 accounts. 
 
Facebook posts: 

  
 March 1, 2024: First post reached 398 accounts. 
 March 1, 2024: Second post reached 109 accounts. 
 March 4, 2024: Campaign announcement reached 263 accounts. 
 April 3, 2024: Campaign announcement reached 210 accounts. 
 July 27, 2024: Post announcing the selected champions received 128 views. 
 October 3, 2024: Survey announcement received 170 views. 
 October 14, 2024: Launch event invitation post received 131 views. 
 October 31, 2024: Post sharing the event outcome received 287 views. 

 
X (Twitter) posts: 

 
 March 1, 2024: First post received 1,618 impressions. 
 March 1, 2024: Second post received 1,044 impressions. 
 March 1, 2024: Re-post received 873 views. 
 April 3, 2024: Campaign announcement received 806 impressions. 
 July 27, 2024: Post announcing the selected champions received 435 views. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Website content: 
 

 March 4, 2024: "Me and My Healthcare Worker" Campaign announcement received 
151 views. 

 April 3, 2024: "Nomination Process for the Me and My Healthcare Worker Campaign 
Has Begun" announcement received 230 views. 

 October 26, 2024: "Healthcare Workers Honored" content received 131 views. 
 
 
 
Appendix 2 / Press Coverage 
 

Anadolu News Agency / August 12, 2024 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Medi Magazin / August 12, 2024 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Anadolu Newspaper / August 12, 2024 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Ayandon Newspaper / August 12, 2024 
 

  



 

 
 

Anayurt Newspaper / August 14, 2024 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Ticari Hayat Newspaper / August 14, 2024 
 

  



 

 
 

Artvin News / August 14, 2024 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Basın Online / August 14, 2024 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Haber Ajansı 24 / August 14, 2024 
 

  



 

 
 

 

Çankaya Mayor's X Post / August 13, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Anka News Agency / August 14, 2024 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Yeni Ankara / August 14, 2024 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Siyaset Ankara Newspaper / August 14, 2024 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Yurttaş News / August 14, 2024 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Flas Newspaper / August 15, 2024 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Medical Network / December 15, 2024 
 

  



 

 
 

Hibya Agency / October 28, 2024 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Press Summary 
 
 August 12, 2024 - Kurtalan: Gilead Turkey Awards Healthcare Workers - Link 

 
 August 12, 2024 - Anadolu Agency: Gilead Turkey Awards Healthcare Workers - Link 

 
 August 12, 2024 - Bölgenin Sesi Newspaper: Gilead Turkey Awards Healthcare 

Workers - Link 
 
 August 12, 2024 - Adana Masası: Gilead Turkey Awards Healthcare Workers - Link 

 
 August 12, 2024 - Medi Magazin: Gilead Turkey Awards Healthcare Workers - Link 

 
 August 13, 2024 - Ayandon Newspaper: International Award for Çankaya Municipality 

Healthcare Worker - Link 
 
 August 13, 2024 - X (Twitter): Hüseyin Can Güner's Post - Link 

 
 August 13, 2024 - Anadolu Newspaper: Gilead Turkey Awards 4 Healthcare Workers! - 

Link 
 
 August 13, 2024 - İskenderun: International Award for Çankaya Municipality Healthcare 

Worker - Link 
 
 August 14, 2024 - Anka News Agency: International Award for Çankaya Municipality 

Healthcare Worker - Link 
 
 August 14, 2024 - Son Dakika: Çankaya Municipality’s Healthcare Worker Ayşe 

Akaltun Awarded for Supporting People Living with HIV - Link 
 
 August 14, 2024 - Haber Asır: International Award for Çankaya Municipality Healthcare 

Worker - Link 
 
 August 14, 2024 - Yeni Ankara Newspaper: Gilead Turkey Awards 4 Healthcare 

Workers! - Link 
 
 August 14, 2024 - Yurttaş News: Çankaya Municipality Awards Healthcare Worker 

Ayşe Akaltun - Link 
 
 August 14, 2024 - Anayurt Newspaper: International Award for Çankaya Municipality 

Healthcare Worker - Link 
 
 August 14, 2024 - Ticari Hayat: Great Achievement by Çankaya Municipality 

Healthcare Worker - Link 
 
 August 15, 2024 - Flas Newspaper: International Award for Çankaya Municipality 

Healthcare Worker - Link 
 
 August 16, 2024 - Siyaset Ankara: International Award for Çankaya Municipality 

Healthcare Worker - Link 
 
 August 26, 2024 - Haberin Nabzı: International Award for Çankaya Municipality 

Healthcare Worker - Link 
 
 October 28, 2024 - Hibya News Agency: Healthcare Workers Fighting Stigma Awarded 

- Link 

https://www.kurtalangazetesi.com/gilead-turkiyeden-saglik-calisanlarina-odul-65593-haberi
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/isdunyasi/saglik/gilead-turkiyeden-saglik-calisanlarina-odul/689392
https://bolgeninsesigazetesi.com/gilead-turkiyeden-saglik-calisanlarina-odul.html
https://www.adanamasasi.com/gilead-turkiye-den-saglik-calisanlarina-odul/78943/
https://medimagazin.com.tr/ilac-sanayi/gilead-turkiyeden-saglik-calisanlarina-odul-112484
https://www.ayandon.com.tr/cankaya-belediyesi-nin-saglik-calisanina-uluslararasi-odul/38613/
https://x.com/hcanguner/status/1823415899585405204
https://www.anadolugazete.com.tr/ankara/gilead-turkiyeden-4-saglik-calisanina-odul-167112h.htm
https://www.iskenderun.org/cankaya-belediyesinin-saglik-calisanina-uluslararasi-odul#google_vignette
https://ankahaber.net/haber/detay/cankaya_belediyesinin_saglik_calisanina_uluslararasi_odul_191954
https://www.sondakika.com/amp/haber-cankaya-belediyesi-saglik-calisani-ayse-akaltun-hiv-ile-yasayanlara-destek-verdigi-icin-odullendiril-17717478/
https://www.haberasir.com/cankaya-belediyesinin-saglik-calisanina-uluslararasi-odul/80124/
https://www.yeniankara.com.tr/ankara/cankaya/gilead-turkiyeden-4-saglik-calisanina-odul-77452
https://yurttashaber.com.tr/cankaya-belediyesinden-saglik-calisani-ayse-akaltuna-odul/
https://anayurtgazetesi.com/haber/21316637/cankaya-belediyesinin-saglik-calisanina-uluslararasi-odul
https://www.ticarihayat.com/cankaya-belediyesi-saglik-calisanindan-buyuk-basari
http://flasgazetesi.com.tr/cankayada-saglik-calisanina-uluslararasi-odul-9498#google_vignette
https://siyasetankara.com.tr/haber/cankaya-belediyesinin-saglik-calisanina-uluslararasi-odul-3413.html
https://www.haberinnabzi.com/cankaya-belediyesinin-saglik-calisanina-uluslararasi-odul-42528h
https://hibya.com/damgalama-ile-mucadele-eden-saglik-calisanlari-odullendirildi-430752


 

 
 

 
 October 28, 2024 - Basın Online: Healthcare Workers Fighting Stigma Awarded - Link 

 
 October 28, 2024 - Artvin News: Healthcare Workers Fighting Stigma Awarded - Link 

 
 October 28, 2024 - Haber Ajans24: Healthcare Workers Fighting Stigma Awarded - 

Link 
 
 October 28, 2024 - Erzurum Politik: "Me and My Healthcare Worker" Campaign 

Recognizes Healthcare Workers Fighting Stigma - Link 
 
 December 15, 2024 - Medical Network: "Me and My Healthcare Worker" Campaign 

Recognizes Healthcare Workers Fighting Stigma - Link 
 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU 

 First and foremost, to all people living with HIV; 

 To those who nominated the winners: Sevgi Yılmaz, Ferhat Kahraman, Yıldıray, and 

Ali; 

 To the awardees: Ayşe Akaltun, Metin Sinan Elmalıoğlu, Cansu Ecem Kesgin, and 

Hüsnü Pullukçu; 

 To Didem Ünsür and Çiğdem Şimşek, who took part in every stage from the 

preparation to the execution of the project... 

 To the International AIDS Society (IAS), 

 To Gilead Sciences... 

...we thank you very much. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://basinonline.com.tr/damgalama-ile-mucadele-eden-saglik-calisanlari-odullendirildi-10107785
https://artvinhaberler.com.tr/damgalama-ile-mucadele-eden-saglik-calisanlari-odullendirildi-10107785
https://haberajans24.com/damgalama-ile-mucadele-eden-saglik-calisanlari-odullendirildi-10107785
https://erzurumpolitik.com/haber/ben_ve_saglik_calisanim_kampanyasiyla_damgalama_ile_mucadele_eden_saglik_calisanlari_odullendirildi_-1473.html
https://mndijital.medicalnetwork.com.tr/ben-ve-saglik-calisanim-kampanyasiyla-damgalama-ile-mucadele-eden-saglik-calisanlari-odullendirildi/

